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Van Alstyne High School 

2001 North Waco 
Van Alstyne, Texas 75495 

(903) 482-8803 
Spring, 2009 

 
 

 
Dear Students and Parents: 
 
The Van Alstyne High School administration and staff hope that the information 
presented in this booklet will assist you in making course selections that will meet high 
school graduation requirements, as well as the needs for the future of your child. All of 
the VAHS courses listed in this guide will not necessarily be offered each semester. 
Course offerings are dependent on a sufficient number of students being enrolled in 
each course to warrant scheduling. The location and availability of Grayson County 
College dual credit courses also depend on the number of students who enroll.  
 
The information included in this booklet will give you a source of reference for all the 
opportunities and choices currently available to your child at VAHS. Students planning 
to attend a four-year college are strongly encouraged to follow the Recommended or 
Distinguished Achievement graduation plan.  
 
Students are strongly encouraged to discuss their course choices with their parents 
prior to the completion of the course request sheet. A parent signature is required on 
the Course Request Sheet.  Students who want to participate in athletics are required 
to obtain the signature of the athletic director.   
 
Be sure to examine page 6 entitled “ADVANCED COURSES-Weighted Grading Scale.”  
Pre-AP, AP, and/or dual credit college courses are not required to graduate on the 
Recommended Plan.  However, more demanding courses are weighted more heavily 
which does affect grade point average (GPA) and rank in class. Please make your 
choices thoughtfully.  Class sections are set and teacher assignments are made based 
on student schedule requests. Schedule changes will be made only in the event of 
error or if a student has already received credit for a class. 
  
Please call the high school office at 903-482-8803 if you have any questions 
concerning courses, graduation requirements, or scheduling. Leaving both a day and 
evening number and a brief note about your question will enable us to return your call 
as quickly as possible.  The staff and administration of Van Alstyne High School are 
anticipating a wonderful year in 2009-2010. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Duke Sparks, Principal 
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GRADE CLASSIFICATION 

 
   Freshman     0  - 4.5 credits 
   Sophomore     5  - 9.5 credits 
   Junior    10  - 14.5 credits 
   Senior   15+   credits 

 
 
 

 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
Since entrance requirements vary greatly from college to college, students should 
carefully consider and investigate college entrance requirements prior to selecting their 
graduation plans. 
 
 
Students planning to attend a four-year college are strongly encouraged to follow 
the Recommended or Distinguished Achievement graduation plan.  TEA grants 
for colleges are currently available for students with financial need who follow 
these plans.  Awards will be made through the financial aid office of the college.  
Persons interested in the program should contact the financial aid office to find 
out about deadlines and procedures. 
 
 

Minimum Program 
 

English ........................................................................................................  4 units 
Mathematics (including Algebra 1 and Geometry) ....................................... 3 units 
Science (including Biology and IPC*)   ......................................................... 3 units 
Social Studies .............................................................................................. 4 units 
 World Geography .......................................................... 1 unit 
 World History ................................................................. 1 unit  
 US History ..................................................................... 1 unit 
 Government .................................................................. ½ unit 
 Economics .................................................................... ½ unit 
Physical Education ................................................................................... 1 ½ units 
Health ……………………………………………………………………………….½ unit 
Technology Applications (Computer Course) ................................................. 1 unit 
Communication Applications (Speech) ......................................................... ½ unit 
Electives ................................................................................................... 4 ½ units 
 Total ................................................................................................ 22 units 
 
*Chemistry and Physics (both classes together) may substitute for IPC 
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Recommended Program 
For students graduating in 2009 or 2010 

English ......................................................................................................... 4 units 
Mathematics ................................................................................................. 3 units 
 (Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry) 
Science ........................................................................................................ 3 units 
 (Biology and two of the following IPC, Chemistry, and Physics) 
Social Studies .............................................................................................. 4 units 
 World Geography ............................................................................... 1 unit 
 World History ...................................................................................... 1 unit 
 US History .......................................................................................... 1 unit 
 Government ...................................................................................... ½ unit 
 Economics ......................................................................................... ½ unit 
Physical Education ................................................................................... 1 ½ units 
Health  ........................................................................................................... ½ unit 
Other Language ........................................................................................... 2 units 
Fine Arts ......................................................................................................... 1 unit 
Technology Applications (Computer Course) ................................................. 1 unit 
Communication Applications (Speech) ......................................................... ½ unit 
Electives ................................................................................................... 3 ½ units 
 Total ............................................................................................... 24 units 
 

 
Distinguished Achievement Program 

For students graduating in 2009 or 2010 
The requirements are the same as the Recommended High School Program with the 
addition that students must take three consecutive years of the same language 
other than English, and any combination of four advanced measures (that meet 
TEA standards). VAHS advanced measures that will reflect student performance at the 
college or professional level are as follows: 

1. Test data 
• a score of 3 or above on the College Board Advanced Placement (AP) 

examinations 
• a score on the PSAT that qualifies a student for recognition as: 
 ---A commended scholar or higher by the National Merit Scholarship 
     Corporation 
 ---Part of the National Hispanic Scholar Program 

---Part of the National Achievement Scholarship Program for                       
   Outstanding Negro students of the National Merit Scholarship 
   Corporation 

 *** The PSAT score may count as only one advanced measure. 
2. College Courses 
• a grade of 3.0 (B) or higher on courses that count for college credit (dual 

and/or concurrent enrollment), including tech prep programs.  
3. Original Research/Project 
• Judged by a panel of professionals in the field that is the focus of the project 
• Conducted under the direction of mentor(s) and reported to an appropriate 

audience 
• Related to the required curriculum set forth in 19 TAC 74.1 
• May not be used for more than two of the four advanced measures. 
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Recommended Program 
For students who entered the ninth grade during the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter 

English .................................................................................................................... 4 units 
Mathematics ........................................................................................................... 4 units 
 (Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II , and Pre-Calculus) or 
 (Algebra I, Geometry, Math Models with Applications, and Algebra II) 
Science ................................................................................................................... 4 units 

(Biology, at least two courses from the following: IPC (not during your senior year),  
Chemistry, and Physics, and if you only choose two from the previous list you may  
choose the fourth science from Earth and Space Science*, Environmental Science*, 
AP Biology or AP Chemistry)  

Social Studies ......................................................................................................... 4 units 
 World Geography ............................................................................... 1 unit 
 World History ...................................................................................... 1 unit 
 US History .......................................................................................... 1 unit 
 Government ...................................................................................... ½ unit 
 Economics ......................................................................................... ½ unit 
Physical Education .............................................................................................. 1 ½ units 
Health  .................................................................................................................... ½ unit 
Other Language ...................................................................................................... 2 units 
Fine Arts .................................................................................................................. 1 unit 
Technology Applications (Computer Course) ........................................................... 1 unit 
Communication Applications (Speech) .................................................................... ½ unit 
Electives ............................................................................................................. 3 ½ units 
 Total ........................................................................................................ 26 units 
 
* These Science courses will not be offered during the 2009-2010 school year. 
 

Distinguished Achievement Program 
For students who entered the ninth grade during the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter 

 
Students graduating on the distinguished plan must meet the following 
requirements and any combination of four advanced measures (that meet TEA 
standards). 
English .................................................................................................................... 4 units 
Mathematics ........................................................................................................... 4 units 
 (Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, and Calculus) 

 (A fourth math course must be taken during the senior year. Math Models with Application  
will not count toward the Distinguished Graduation Plan.) 

Science ................................................................................................................... 4 units 
(Biology, Chemistry, Physics and one of the following: Earth and Space Science*, Environmental 
Science*, AP Biology or AP Chemistry.  IPC will not count toward the Distinguished Graduation 
Plan) 

Social Studies ......................................................................................................... 4 units 
 World Geography ............................................................................... 1 unit 
 World History ...................................................................................... 1 unit 
 US History .......................................................................................... 1 unit 
 Government ...................................................................................... ½ unit 
 Economics ......................................................................................... ½ unit 
Physical Education .............................................................................................. 1 ½ units 
Health  .................................................................................................................... ½ unit 
Other Language ...................................................................................................... 3 units 
Fine Arts .................................................................................................................. 1 unit 
Technology Applications (Computer Course) ........................................................... 1 unit 
Communication Applications (Speech) .................................................................... ½ unit 
Electives ............................................................................................................. 2 ½ units 
 Total ........................................................................................................ 26 units 
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VAHS advanced measures that will reflect student performance at the college or professional 
level are as follows: 

1. Test data 
• a score of 3 or above on the College Board Advanced Placement (AP) examinations 
• a score on the PSAT that qualifies a student for recognition as: 
 ---A commended scholar or higher by the National Merit Scholarship 
     Corporation 
 ---Part of the National Hispanic Scholar Program 

---Part of the National Achievement Scholarship Program for                       
   Outstanding Negro students of the National Merit Scholarship 
   Corporation 

 *** The PSAT score may count as only one advanced measure. 
2. College Courses 
• a grade of 3.0 (B) or higher on courses that count for college credit (dual 

and/or concurrent enrollment), including tech prep programs.  
3. Original Research/Project 
• Judged by a panel of professionals in the field that is the focus of the project 
• Conducted under the direction of mentor(s) and reported to an appropriate audience 
• Related to the required curriculum set forth in 19 TAC 74.1 
• May not be used for more than two of the four advanced measures. 
 

 
 
DUAL CREDIT COURSES 
 
Requirements for enrolling in college while in high school: 
 

• Must have passed the section of the THEA relating to the course requested. 
Students can be exempted from the THEA by TAKS scores or     
SAT/ACT scores. 

 
• Must receive approval from counselor/administrator to take the course. 

 
 
College courses from Grayson County College which receive both high school and college 
credit are listed below.  Students who are interested in courses not listed should see the 
counselor. 
 
 

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE COLLEGE COURSE 
 GCC 
English IV ENGL 1301& 1302 
U. S. Government GOVT 2305 
Economics ECON 2301 
Calculus MATH 2413 & 2414 
Art Appreciation ARTS 1301 
College Algebra MATH 1314 
General Psychology PSYC 2301 
Intro Sociology SOCI 1301 
World Geography GEOG 1303 

 
 Please see the counselor for additional Technical Courses available through Grayson 
County College.  
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NUMERICAL VALUE 
The following numerical values shall be used for letter grades transferred to the school: 
 
A+ = 97  B+ = 88  C+ = 79  D+ = 74 
A   = 94  B   = 84  C   = 77  D   = 72 
A-  = 91  B-  = 80  C-  = 75  D-  = 70 
 

 
HIGH SCHOOL SPECIAL PROGRAMS 

2008-2009 
 
GIFTED AND TALENTED  
 
In the high school, the identified gifted student is presently served through curriculum 
differentiated in AP classes and Pre-AP classes taught by GT certified teachers in math, 
science, and English.  Students, parents, and/or teachers may request that a Gifted and 
Talented Identification Profile be compiled for a student who enters or is enrolled in high school 
and has not formerly been identified as GT.    
In order to complete student profiles for fall scheduling, the profile process for the upcoming 
year will be initiated in March for students enrolled in VAISD.  For each initial request, the high 
school counselor will complete a Gifted and Talented Identification Profile.  The profile will 
include the following criteria: 
  
1.   Mental abilities test; example / OLSAT 
2.   Norm-referenced achievement test; example / MAT 8 
3.   Renzulli faculty evaluation forms from four core subject teachers in the categories of 

leadership, motivation, intellectual ability, and creativity 
4.   Transcript grades for the four most recent semesters in the core subjects. 
5.   Creative Index Score on the Torrance Test of Creative Thinking; verbal and non-verbal 
 
Each category of the profile is scored on a scale of one to five for a maximum profile score of 
25 points.  A total of 17 points is required for identification as a GT student on the VAHS Gifted 
and Talented Identification Profile.  Students and parents will be notified of profile results by 
letter when the Gifted and Talented Identification Profile is complete.   
 
Exiting Procedures/Furlough 
 
If a student is not profiting fully from his/her educational program in the gifted program, a 
meeting to review the placement will be called.  The meeting will include the parent, a teacher, 
the counselor, an administrator, and upon request the student.  In the event that two of the 
three adults agree that the program is not meeting the student's needs, the student may be 
exited from the program.  Students participating in the G/T program may request a furlough for 
one school year if scheduling or other concerns arise; however, the student must meet with the 
counselor and G/T instructor prior to making arrangements for the furlough.  If additional time 
away from the program is requested, the student may choose to pursue exiting procedures, but 
a new nomination and selection process must be followed to reenter the program with no 
guarantee of readmission. 
 
The following classes are recognized as GT placement for the GT identified student: 
 GT/Pre-AP English 9 & 10   GT/AP English Composition 
 GT/Pre-AP Biology    GT/AP English Literature 
 GT/Pre-AP Chemistry    GT/AP Biology 
 GT/Pre-AP Physics    GT/AP Chemistry 
 GT/Pre-AP Geometry    GT/AP Calculus  
 GT/Pre-AP Algebra II     
 GT/Pre-AP Pre-Calculus 
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Pre-AP and AP 
AP and Pre-AP classes are available to both GT identified and non-identified students.  Pre-AP 
classes are taught at a college preparatory level.  AP classes are college level courses in which 
a student may be awarded college credit if he or she scores high enough on AP testing.  
Students are required to sign a contract to enter Pre-AP courses and teacher recommendation 
is highly encouraged.  Students and parents are encouraged to discuss placement with his or 
her current teacher to decide the appropriate courses.    
 
 

RANK IN CLASS 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
The special education program provides a comprehensive program for each student who has 
been identified as having special needs.  Placement is by recommendation of ARD committee 
only.   
 
When the instruction is provided entirely in special education or combined with regular 
education and the content or mastery level of the essential knowledge and skills of the course 
has been modified, the transcript will be coded with a "V" to indicate special education credit. 
 
 
 
 

CLASS RANKING 
 
The weighted grading scale on page 7 of this course guide determines class ranking.  Please 
see the counselor for additional information. 
 
 
CLASS RANKING/PROCEDURE FOR GRADUATES 
 
The weighted numerical grade point average of each student will be computed using the high 
school grades the student has accumulated through the end of the senior year.  Grades in all 
subjects are counted toward determining class rank and senior awards.  The student with the 
highest weighted numerical grade point average will be the top-ranked student.  In case of a tie, 
the weighted numerical grade point average for the senior year still determines ranking.  If a tie 
still exists, the weighted numerical grade point average for the junior, then sophomore and 
finally the freshman year will be considered. 
 
Fifth year students, homebound students, foreign exchange students, and students transferring 
from non-accredited high schools will not be ranked. 
 
 
CLASS RANKING/VALEDICTORIAN AND SALUTATORIAN 
(EIC Local) 
 
The valedictorian and salutatorian shall be the highest ranking and second highest-ranking 
seniors respectively.  Only the students who attend the district high school during their junior 
and senior years, four consecutive semesters, shall be eligible for these honors.  For ranking 
and GPA calculation purposes, students entering the district from other districts will be given 
weighted credit only in courses that Van Alstyne High School makes available to Van Alstyne 
students. 
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ADVANCED COURSES 
Weighted Grading Scale 

 
 
ADVANCED COURSES     HONORS COURSES 
Art III & IV       AP English III & IV 
Band III & IV       Foreign languages--levels III, IV, & V 
Pre-AP Biology     AP Biology    
Pre-AP Chemistry I     AP Chemistry 
Pre-AP English I & II      AP Calculus 
Pre-AP Physics      Core Academic College credit  
Pre-AP Geometry     courses taken for dual credit 
Pre-AP Algebra II      
Pre-AP Pre-calculus 
 
Non-Core Academic College 
Credit courses taken for dual credit 
 
 
 
GRADE  HONORS  ADVANCED  REGULAR 
100   6.0   5.0   4.0 
  99   5.9   4.9   3.9 
  98   5.8   4.8   3.8 
  97   5.7   4.7   3.7 
  96   5.6   4.6   3.6 
  95   5.5   4.5   3.5 
  94   5.4   4.4   3.4 
  93   5.3   4.3   3.3 
  92   5.2   4.2   3.2 
  91   5.1   4.1   3.1 
  90   5.0   4.0   3.0 
  89   4.9   3.9   2.9 
  88   4.8   3.8   2.8 
  87   4.7   3.7   2.7 
  86   4.6   3.6   2.6 
  85   4.5   3.5   2.5 
  84   4.4   3.4   2.4 
  83   4.3   3.3   2.3 
  82   4.2   3.2   2.2 
  81   4.1   3.1   2.1 
  80   4.0   3.0   2.0 
  79   3.9   2.9   1.9 
  78   3.8   2.8   1.8 
  77   3.7   2.7   1.7 
  76   3.6   2.6   1.6 
  75   3.5   2.5   1.5 
  74   3.4   2.4   1.4 
  73   3.3   2.3   1.3 
  72   3.2   2.2   1.2 
  71   3.1   2.1   1.1 
  70   3.0   2.0   1.0    
  69      0    0    0 
 
GPA CALCULATIONS 
A student’s GPA is calculated based on the above points according to the weight of the course they are 
taking.  The semester grades are used for these calculations.  Juniors and seniors may request an 
updated GPA four weeks after the beginning of the semester.   
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ENGLISH 
 

ENGLISH I 
ENG I Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 9 Credit: 1                 
Prerequisite: none 
Content for English I is designed to provide 
development in grammar and usage, process 
writing, analysis of various literary genre, 
vocabulary, reading, and using resources. 
             
ENGLISH II   
ENG 2 Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  English I 
Content for English II is designed to provide a 
broad survey of world literature with special 
emphasis upon short fiction.  Material relevant to 
the TAAS is presented, as well as extensive 
work in grammar and writing. 
 
ENGLISH III 
ENG 3 Weight: Reg.  
Grade: 11 Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  English II 
Course content is designed to provide a survey 
of American literature from the Colonial period to 
the present.  All literary genres are presented, as 
well as reinforcement of types of reading, writing, 
and language concepts.  The research process, 
culminating in a formal research paper, is 
required. 
 
ENGLISH IV 
ENG 4 Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 12 Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  English III 
Course is designed to provide a survey of British 
literature from the Anglo-Saxon period through 
the 20th century.  The research process, 
culminating in a formal research paper, is 
required. 
 

Pre-AP and AP Guidelines 
A student who wishes to enroll in an AP or 
Pre-AP course may do so with the required 
signatures on the Course Request form. 
Students must complete a Course 
Expectations contract which has been 
signed by the parent and the teacher working 
with the student. 
 
Pre-AP English I and II are college preparatory 
courses which are taught at an accelerated rate.  
A strong work ethic, a desire to learn, and a love 
of reading are the key ingredients to excel in 
these classes. 
 
Students will be assigned summer reading which 
includes a project over the material. 

PRE-AP ENGLISH I 
ENG I    Weight: Adv.  
Grade: 9         Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and 
signed contract 
Pre-AP English I is designed as a foundational 
course. The course will emphasize critical 
reading skills, an awareness of style and rhetoric 
in a variety of literary genres.  Vocabulary 
development is an essential part of Pre-AP 
English I.  Written work will include literary 
analysis, timed writings, research papers, as well 
as reflection papers.  Selected novels will be 
read, annotated, and discussed.  Papers dealing 
with these novels will also be assigned.  Thirty to 
forty-five minutes of homework may be needed 
nightly for this class. 
 
Eighth grade students considering application for 
the Pre-AP classes as a freshman need to 
consider the purpose of the Advanced 
Placement classes.  The Advanced Placement 
Program, sponsored by the College Board, is an 
intensive program of college-level curricula and 
examinations that provides high school students 
with an opportunity to earn advanced placement, 
college credit, or both at nearly 3,000 universities 
and colleges across the country.  This course of 
study is for the voracious reader!  It is important 
that the students who wish to enroll in Pre-
AP/AP courses be aware of the increased 
workload and be committed to meeting those 
increased expectations. 
 
PRE-AP ENGLISH II 
ENG 2    Weight: Adv 
Grade: 10   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation and 
signed contract 
Pre-AP English II will build on the foundation 
established in Pre-AP English I. Selected genres 
of world literature are read, annotated, 
discussed, and written about in analytical essays 
as well as timed writings.  The course also 
includes systematic vocabulary, grammar, the 
research process, skills for the TAKS exit exam, 
and outside projects.  Thirty to forty-five minutes 
of homework may be needed nightly for this 
class.   
 
AP ENGLISH III (AP Language) 
APENG3 H   Weight: Honors 
Grade: 11   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Honors criteria-Teacher 
recommendation and signed contract. 
 
The Advanced Placement English III course is 
designed to develop a student’s awareness of 
language and to sharpen his/her skills in 
effective writing, critical thinking, and reading.  
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The readings will be based upon American 
literary works, but the course will also have a 
strong composition component.  Because of the 
extensive outside reading and intensive 
language analysis demanded by the AP format, 
this course is intended for very capable English 
students.   If the student derives the maximum 
benefit from the program, he/she should be 
prepared to take the AP examination in English 
Language and Composition in May. 
 
AP ENGLISH IV     (AP LITERATURE) 
APENG4 H   Weight: Honors 
Grade: 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Honors criteria-Teacher 
recommendation 
 
Advanced Placement English IV is a rigorous 
course designed to engage the student in active 
reading and writing.  Students who take this 
course should be good readers, for the course 
requires both extensive and deliberate reading of 
selected works of British literature from the 
Anglo-Saxon period to the twentieth century.  
The writing component of the class focuses on 
critical analysis of literature and includes 
expository, analytical, and argumentative essays.  
Practice will be provided to prepare the student 
for the AP examination in English Literature and 
Composition given in May.  Completion of a 
summer reading list is required prior to the fall 
semester. 
 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
ELECTIVES 

 
YEARBOOK PRODUCTION 
YRBKDSK PUB   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 9 - 12              Credit: 1 
YRBKMAG 1   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 – 12   Credit: 1 
YRBKMAG 2     Weight: Adv 
Grade: 11 - 12   Credit: 1 
YRBKMAG 3       Weight: Adv. 
Grade: 12             Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Sponsor and incoming editor 
approval 
 
Students accepted into the yearbook class will 
plan the book; sell advertising; select a theme for 
the book; take pictures using a 35mm camera; 
crop pictures; interview students for picture 
captions; and work to become a section editor, 
editor of the elementary book, or editor of the 
secondary book.  Students will compete in UIL 
journalism competition and attend a 3 1/2 day 
summer workshop.  (New students are 
encouraged to attend, with the workshop costs 
paid by the student.)  Students must complete 

an application process with the yearbook 
sponsor. 

 
 

SPEECH 
 
COMMUNICATION APPLICATIONS 
COMMAPPL    Weight: Reg. 
Grade:  9 - 12   Credit: ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
 
This course investigates a variety of aspects of 
communication.  Some of the areas studied are 
interpersonal communication, business 
communication, intracultural communication, 
group dynamics, leadership, and presentation 
styles.  This course is required for 
graduation.  
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING 
PUBSPKG1   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 –12    Credit: ½ -1 
Prerequisite: Communication Application 
 
PUBSPKG2   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 11 –12   Credit 1 
Prerequisite: PUBSPKG1 
 
PUBSPKG3      Weight: Reg. 
Grade   12                 Credit 1 
Prerequisite:  PUBSPKG2 
 
This course will cover concepts and skills related 
to preparing and presenting public messages 
and to analyzing and evaluating the messages of 
others.  Rhetoric, organization, style, speech 
forms, memory, delivery, and evaluations, 
including debate, will be the areas of study for 
this course. 
    
DEBATE 
DEBATE1   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 –12    Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Communication Application 
DEBATE2   Weight: Adv 
Grade: 10 –12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: DEBATE1 
DEBATE3   Weight: Adv 
Grade: 11 – 12   Credit:1 
Prerequisite:  DEBATE2   
 
Students will learn to research significant social 
and political questions and to organize research 
into a meaningful persuasive presentation.  
Students will learn to defend a presentation 
against the attack of a well-trained opponent 
through critical listening and thinking. 
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SOCIAL SCIENCE ELECTIVES 
 

SOCIOLOGY 
SOC          Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10-12    Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
Sociology is the study of human relationships.  
The course covers personal understanding, 
male-female relationships, parent-child 
relationships, and the efforts of society on 
individuals and groups. 
 

OTHER LANGUAGES 
 
LATIN I 
LATIN 1   Weight: Reg.   
Grade: 9 - 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  none 
 
Latin I serves as the introduction to the language 
and culture of Ancient Rome.  Students will 
become familiar with the basic morphology of the 
language, acquire a fundamental Latin 
vocabulary, practice classical pronunciation, and 
learn translation skills.  The cultural and 
historical content of the course includes the 
archaeology of Pompeii, origins of the city of 
Rome, basic classical mythology, Roman daily 
life, and aspects of Roman Britain. 
 
LATIN II 
LATIN 2   Weight: Reg.  
Grade: 10 - 12    Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Latin I 
 
Latin II assumes a solid grounding in the basic 
structures of the Latin language and builds from 
that foundation.  Passages for comprehension 
and translation are of increased length and 
complexity.  Increasingly sophisticated passive 
and subjunctive constructions are introduced as 
preparation for the reading of authentic Latin 
texts.  The cultural component includes the 
intrigues of Roman political life in the first 
century AD 
 
LATIN III 
LATIN 3 H  Weight: Honors  
Grade: 11 – 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Latin II  
 
Latin III is intended to prepare students for the 
transition from adapted, modern Latin readings 
from their textbooks to authentic Latin texts.  
This course presumes a level of grammatical 
knowledge and vocabulary suitable to making 
this transition.  Students will find themselves 
engaged in translating and reading increasingly 
sophisticated passages.  Later portions of the 
Latin III year will find students reading either the 

poetry of Catullus or selections from Cicero’s Pro 
Archia in preparation for the Advanced 
Placement Latin Literature syllabus of Latin IV. 
 
 
HONORS LATIN IV  
LATIN 4 H   Weight: Honors 
Grade: 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Latin III 
 
This course provides students with opportunities 
to read, discuss, and examine Latin literary 
works by working through the syllabus and 
course requirements for the Advanced 
Placement Latin Literature program.  To that 
end, we will be reading selections from the 
works of either Catullus and Cicero or Catullus 
and Horace.  Catullus and Horace offer students 
the change to study Latin poetry and its 
accompanying scansion patterns and literary 
strategies.  The selections from Cicero, which 
include the entirety of the Pro Archia and 
selections from the De Amicitia, address the 
intricacies of Latin prose style and Roman 
rhetorical strategies.  The course is intended to 
prepare students for advanced Latin studies in 
an undergraduate program.  Also, students who 
are successful and derive all the benefits of the 
class should be prepared to take the AP Latin 
Literature examination in May. 
 
SPANISH I 
SPAN 1    Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 9 - 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  none 
 
Spanish I is a course for beginners.  The course 
will establish basic vocabulary and elementary 
conversation skills.  Listening and reading 
comprehension skills will be taught.  Cultural 
points of interest will be covered.  Oral, aural, 
and composition proficiency will be tested 
throughout the year. 
 
 
SPANISH II      
SPAN 2    Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 - 12    Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Spanish I 
 
Spanish II will cover 5 of the 7 simple tenses with 
regular and irregular verbs.  Points of cultural 
interest will be presented, as well as situations 
with opportunities for broadening vocabulary and 
concepts of the language.  Oral, aural, and 
composition proficiency will be tested throughout 
the year. 
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SPANISH III 
SPAN3H   Weight: Honors  
Grade: 11 – 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Spanish II 
Spanish III will review the 5 simple tenses with 
regular and irregular verbs.  The compound 
tenses will be learned and used in all skill levels 
including reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking.  Points of cultural interest will be 
presented, as well as situations with 
opportunities for broadening vocabulary and 
concepts of the language.  Oral, aural, and 
composition proficiency will be tested throughout 
the year. 
 
SPANISH IV  
SPAN4H   Weight: Honors  
Grade: 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Spanish III 
Spanish IV is designed for students who have 
exhibited oral, aural, and composition skills in 
the target language and are ready for advanced 
level work.  This course includes reading and 
discussion of Hispanic literature, poetry, drama, 
and current news items, all in the target 
language.  Cultural topics of interest to the 
student are discussed in the target language.  
Oral, aural, and composition proficiency will be 
tested throughout the year.  If the student 
derives the maximum benefit from the program, 
he/she should be prepared to take the AP 
Spanish Language examination in May. 
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
  
ALGEBRA 1   
ALG I      Weight: Reg.  
Grade:   9   Credit:1  
Algebra I is designed for the study of real 
numbers and their operations, linear equations 
and inequalities, ratio and proportion, 
polynomials, rational expressions, radicals, 
quadratic relations and equations, and using 
algebraic representation in problem solving. 
 
GEOMETRY  
GEOM    Weight: Reg.  
Grade:   9 - 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Algebra 1 
Geometry provides an in-depth study of plane 
and solid figures.  Students will apply the 
principles of deductive reasoning in developing 
formal proofs and the basic properties of lines, 
planes, polygons, circles, and geometric solids.  
The course includes the essential elements of 
geometry, congruency, and similarity of 
geometric figures. 
 

ALGEBRA II 
ALG 2    Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 - 12    Credit: 1 
This course involves a study of linear systems, 
relations and functions, complex number 
systems, polynomials, rational expressions, 
matrices, determinants, conic section, 
sequences, and series, and exponential and log 
arrhythmic functions. 
 
MATHEMATICAL MODELS with 
APPLICATIONONS   
MTHMOD   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 - 12    Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I  
Students continue to build on the K-8 and 
Algebra I foundations as they expand their 
understanding through other mathematical 
experiences.  Students use algebraic, graphical, 
and geometric reasoning to recognize patterns 
and structure, to model information, and to solve 
problems from various disciplines.  Students use 
mathematical models from algebra, geometry, 
probability, and statistics and connections 
among these to solve problems from a wide 
variety of advanced applications in both 
mathematical and nonmathematical situations. 

 
Pre-AP and AP Guidelines 

 
A student who wishes to enroll in an AP or 
Pre-AP course may do so with the required 
signatures on the Course Request form:  
principal or asst. principal, and/or 
department chairperson.  Students must 
complete a Course Expectations contract 
which has been signed by the parent and the 
teacher working with the student. 
 
Pre-AP Geometry, Algebra II, and pre-cal are 
college preparatory courses which are taught at 
an accelerated rate.  A strong work ethic and a 
desire to learn are the key ingredients to excel in 
these classes. 
 
GT/PRE-AP GEOMETRY 
GEOAP    Weight: Adv 
Grade 9 – 10   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Signed contract 
This course is an intensified study of the 
theorems and concepts of geometry. 
 
GT/PRE-AP ALGEBRA II 
ALGIIAP   Weight: Adv. 
Grade 9 – 12    Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 
This course covers the topics of Algebra II in 
greater depth and breadth, in addition to 
selected additional topics (e.g., statistics).   
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PRECALCULUS 
PRE CALC   Weight: Adv. 
Grade:  11 - 12    Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  Algebra II    
This course mirrors similar courses offered at 
the college level, and is specifically designed to 
prepare students for success in college-level 
advanced math courses.  Topics covered 
include in-depth study of quadratic relations and 
functions, polynomials, exponential and 
logarithmic functions, trigonometric and polar 
functions, probability and statistics, vectors, 
sequences and series, and introduction to limits. 
 
APCALCULUS (AB)  
APCALCAB   Weight: Honors 
Grade: 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Pre-Calculus; Instructor Approval 
This course covers the topics normally included 
in the first semester of college calculus, and its 
requirements are defined by the College Board.  
Subjects include limits, continuity, study of the 
derivative and its applications, and introduction 
to the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, Parts 
1 and II (integrals), and includes differential 
equations and slope fields. 
 
APCALCULUS (BC)  
APCALCBC   Weight: Honors 
Grade: 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: AP Calculus AB; Instructor Approval 
This course covers the topics normally included 
in the second semester of college calculus, and 
its requirements are defined by the College 
Board.  Subjects include advanced integrals, and 
their applications, the calculus of polar curves, 
series and sequences, and vectors. 
 

SCIENCE 
 
BIOLOGY I 
BIO 1    Weight: Reg. 
Grade:  9 - 12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  none 
Biology I includes using manipulative laboratory 
materials and equipment, acquiring data through 
senses, classifying plants, animals, protists and 
viruses, communicating data, plotting data on 
graphs, comparing organisms, identifying 
variables, clarifying operational terms, analyzing 
use of organisms, and evaluating research. 
 
INTEGRATED PHYSICS AND CHEMISTRY   
IPC    Weight: Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Biology 
Integrated physics and chemistry is an 
introductory level course covering the 
fundamental principles of chemistry and physics.  
Topics included from chemistry are matter and 

its structure, properties, and reactions.  Topics 
included from physics are work, energy, force, 
motion, waves, electricity, and magnetism.  
Students will discover these topics in a 
laboratory setting using the scientific process. 
 
CHEMISTRY  
CHEM 1   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10   Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Biology 
Chemistry is the study of the composition, 
structure, and properties of substances and the 
changes they undergo.  Chemistry includes 
acquiring data, communication of data, 
manipulative laboratory skills, concepts and 
skills of measurement, drawing logical 
inferences, predicting outcomes and forming 
generalized statements, applying defined terms 
based on observations, identifying and 
manipulating the conditions of investigations, 
and applications of chemistry in daily life.  Topics 
include the organization of matter, chemical 
equations and stoichiometry, phases of matter, 
solutions, chemical reactions, and acid/base 
chemistry. 
 
PHYSICS   
PHYSICS  Weight: Reg.  
Grade: 11 – 12  Credit:  1  
Prerequisite:  Biology, Chemistry or IPC, and 
Algebra II (may be concurrently enrolled) 
 
Physics is the study of matter and energy and 
their interactions.  Students are introduced to 
fundamental concepts in the areas of 
mechanics, light, sound, heat, electricity, 
magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics.  
Student investigations emphasize accurate 
observations, collection and analysis of data, 
and safe use of laboratory materials.  Additional 
topics include vector representations and 
relativity theories.  Research work may be 
assigned. 
 

Pre-AP and AP Guidelines 
 

A student who wishes to enroll in an AP or 
Pre-AP course may do so with the required 
signatures on the Course Request form:  
principal or asst. principal, and/or 
department chairperson.  Students must 
complete a Course Expectations contract 
which has been signed by the parent and the 
teacher working with the student. 
 
Pre-AP biology, chemistry, and physics are 
college preparatory courses which are taught at 
an accelerated rate.  A strong work ethic and a 
desire to learn are the key ingredients to excel in 
these classes. 
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GT/PRE-AP BIOLOGY  
PREAP BIO     Weight:  Adv.              
Grade 9 – 12                Credit:    1 
 
Pre-AP Biology will exceed the requirements of 
regular course of study by providing students 
with a rigorous, more comprehensive, analytical 
study of biology involving more group and 
problem solving skills.  Students will work in 
lecture, discussion, laboratory and project 
situations with the emphasis on practical 
applications of biological sciences as they relate 
to everyday life. 
 
GT/PRE-AP CHEMISTRY 
PREAP CHEM 1  Weight: Adv. 
Grade 10 – 12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  Signed contract; concurrently or 
previously enrolled in Algebra II 
 
Pre-AP Chemistry will exceed the requirements 
of the regular course of study by providing 
students with a rigorous, more comprehensive, 
analytical study of chemistry involving more 
group and problem solving skills.  Students will 
work in lecture, discussion, laboratory and 
project situations with the emphasis on 
preparation for College Chemistry. 
 
GT/PRE-AP PHYSICS 
PREAPPHYSICS  Weight: Adv. 
Grade 11-12     Credit: 1 
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry, and Algebra II 
(concurrent enrollment in Pre-Calculus is 
recommended) 
 
Physics is the study of matter and energy and 
their interactions.  Students are introduced to 
fundamental concepts in the areas of 
mechanics, light, sound, heat, electricity, 
magnetism, and atomic and nuclear physics.  
Student investigations emphasize accurate 
observations, collection and analysis of data, 
and safe use of laboratory materials.  Additional 
topics include vector representations and 
relativity theories.  Research and project work 
will be assigned.  Pre-AP Physics is a rigorous, 
math-intensive course. 
 
GT/BIOLOGY AP 
BIO 2 AP     Weight: Honors 
Grade: 11 - 12    Credit:  1    
Prerequisite:  Biology, Chemistry 
 
Throughout the year, students will explore 
several themes that develop a framework for the 
course.  They include:  the relationship of 
biology, chemistry and physics; the theory of 
evolution; energy transfer; continuity and 

change; the interdependence of plants, animals 
and their environment; and the place of 
technology in the world of biology.  All aspects of 
the course will focus students on integrating 
observed data with these themes.  Because of 
the extensive amount of required outside 
reading, this course is intended for very capable 
students.  There is a heavy emphasis on 
laboratory investigations, where accurate 
observations, collection and analysis of data and 
safe use of laboratory materials are essential.  
Completion of a summer reading list is required 
prior to the fall semester. 
 
GT/CHEMISTRY AP   
CHEM 2 AP   Weight: Honors 
Grade: 11 – 12   Credit: 1  
Prerequisite:  Biology, Chemistry, and Physics; 
concurrent enrollment in Pre-calculus or 
Calculus 
 
AP Chemistry is an introductory college-level 
chemistry course that covers:  atomic theory, 
chemical bonding, nuclear chemistry, gases, 
liquids and solids, solutions, reaction types, 
stoichiometry, equilibrium, kinetics, 
thermodynamics, chemical reactivity and 
products of chemical reactions, relationships in 
the periodic table, and an introduction to organic 
chemistry. Concepts will be explored through 
laboratory investigations and the scientific 
process. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS 
ENVIRSYS   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 12   Credit: 1 
Students conduct filed and laboratory 
investigations, use scientific methods during 
investigations, and make informed decisions 
using critical thinking and scientific problem 
solving.  Students study a variety of topics that 
include: biotic and abiotic factors in habitats; 
ecosystems and biomes; interrelationships 
among resources and an environmental system; 
sources and flow of energy through an 
environmental system; relationship between 
carrying capacity and changes in populations 
and ecosystems; and changes in environments. 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
WORLD GEOGRAPHY   
W GEO    Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 9    Credit: 1                  
Prerequisite: none 
 
World geography is a study in the interaction of 
people and their physical environments in the 
major areas of the world.  World geographers, 
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their unique vocabulary, tools, and 
methodologies are introduced.  Students acquire 
an understanding of the physical setting to the 
earth, location and study of different landforms 
and regions of the world, and learn how people 
and geography impact each other 
 
WORLD HISTORY 
W HIST   Weight: Reg. Grade: 10  
  Credit: 1 
 
World history traces the history of civilization 
from prehistoric man to the present.  It 
emphasizes the accomplishments and 
significant contributions of each culture as it 
relates to other people.  Content covered 
includes civilizations of ancient Egypt, India, 
Africa, Greece, Rome, and the development of 
the modern world through the medieval period, 
Renaissance, Reformation, and world wars. 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY 
US HIST   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 11    Credit: 1                       
 
This course includes a survey of the significant 
events, issues, problems and personalities in 
United States history after the Reconstruction to 
the present.  This course builds upon the 
knowledge and concepts acquired in the eighth 
grade U.S. history course.  Some of the content 
includes the Industrial Age, expanding American 
world involvement, development of American 
constitutional government and citizenship, and 
encasing challenges of a pluralistic society. 
 
GOVERNMENT  
US GOVT   Weight: Reg.       
Grade:  12    Credit: ½          
Prerequisite:   U.S. history 
 
Government includes a study of the U. S. 
Constitution, citizenship, and the responsibilities 
of an informed voting electorate. Emphasis is on 
operations and decisions of the executive, 
legislative, and judicial branches of American 
government and the impact of these decisions 
on American daily life. 
        
ECONOMICS   
ECO-FE   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 12    Credit: ½              
Prerequisite: Government 
 
Economics is an in-depth study of the free 
enterprise system.  Students who take this 
course will be able to identify basic economic 
concepts such as supply and demand, scarcity 
and opportunity cost, and apply these concepts 
to their current and future roles as producers and 

consumers in our society.  Students will have the 
opportunity to investigate the stock market and 
career opportunities. 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
           
The following courses will satisfy the 
technology requirement for graduation plans 
requiring one credit of technology. 
 
BUSINESS COMPUTER INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS I 
BEGBCIS1   Weight:  Reg.      
Grade:  9 -12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding or equivalent (30 
wpm) 
In this course students will apply technology 
skills to personal and business situations 
focusing on word processing, spreadsheets, 
databases, desktop publishing, presentation 
management, operating systems and emerging 
technologies.  This course provides students 
with an overview of the various uses of 
information processing tools and skill 
development needed for academic, employment 
and personal use.  Employment skills and 
business ethics are also covered.  This course is 
designed to prepare students interested in 
obtaining Microsoft Computer Application 
Specialist (MCAS) certification in Microsoft 
Word and PowerPoint.  Students are responsible 
for the MCAS exam fees. 
 
BUSINESS COMPUTER INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS II 
ADVBCIS 1   Weight:  Reg. 
Grades: 10 – 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  BCIS I 
 
Provides advanced technology skills required in 
the business environment; includes workplace 
technology standards in applications of word 
processing, spreadsheets, data bases, 
telecommunications, desktop publishing, 
presentation management, networking, 
operating systems, and emerging technologies; 
and develops advanced level skills.  This course 
is designed to prepare students interested in 
obtaining Microsoft Computer Application 
Specialist (MCAS) certification in Microsoft 
Excel and Access.  Students are responsible for 
the MCAS exam fees. 
 
BIMM (BUSINESS IMAGE MANAGEMENT & 
MULTIMEDIA) 
BUSIM/MM   Weight:  Reg. 
Grades: 10-12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  Keyboarding or equivalent (30 
wpm) 
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Multimedia and Image Management prepares 
students for a business world in which they will 
be expected to use business-standard software 
applications and to complete and solve 
problems.  In this course students will develop 
proficiencies in designing, importing, and 
manipulating advanced text, graphics, and 
audio used in presentation management, 
multimedia productions, publishing systems, web 
design, and emerging technologies.  The 
applications will include word processing, 
presentation, digital photography, image 
manipulation, animation, and speech 
recognition.  BIMM combines desktop 
publishing, multimedia and web mastering into 
one – the more creative end of business 
technology. 
 
WEB MASTERING 
WBMST   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 – 12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite: Keyboarding or ability to type 34 wpm 
 
The World Wide Web is the fastest growing part 
of the Internet.  Resources abound on the web; 
however, efficient strategies to find the needed 
information must be learned. This course 
focuses on scripting, developing searching 
strategies, publishing skills, and serving 
information on a web server.  Through the study 
of technology applications basics, including 
technology-related terms, concepts, and data 
input strategies; students learn to make informed 
decisions about technologies and their 
applications. Students enrolled in this course will 
become computer literate and gain basic 
electronic productivity tools. 
 

BUSINESS 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 
ADVADPR1   Weight:  Reg. 
Grades: 10 – 12   Credit ½  
This course provides an advanced and in-depth 
study of concepts and skills in various systems 
and administrative procedures that enable a 
worker to manage or function in the workplace; 
enhances technology skills and oral and written 
language skills relating to effective 
communications; emphasizes planning and 
organizing work, establishing priorities, records 
and information management, and operation of 
equipment; and serves as the major vehicle for 
cooperative education (Work Based Learning 
courses. 
 
RECORD KEEPING 
RECDKPNG   Weight:  Reg. 
Grades: 10 – 12   Credit: ½  
 

This course is designed to develop skills used in 
everyday business activities at home and at 
work.  Included in this course are budgets and 
financial planning, cashiering records, handling 
of money, and tasks common to simple office 
procedures.  Activities also include keeping 
records involving employees, receipts and 
payments, and financial papers for a small retail 
business such as sales slips, purchase invoices, 
statements of account, tax computations, and 
payroll deduction.  Students will apply 
bookkeeping principles and procedures through 
the use of projects and/or practice sets that 
simulate job conditions. 
 
 

FINE ARTS 
 
ART I 
ART 1    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  9 - 12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  none 
Art I explores art principles and elements 
through a variety of media.  Using both two and 
three-dimensional projects, the student develops 
techniques and vocabulary skills and acquires 
knowledge of art history and critique.  Drawing 
and design skills are expanded, as well as the 
perspective concept and color properties.  
Students develop communication and planning 
skills, in addition to style development, as they 
work through group projects. 
 
ART II 
ART 2          Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  Art I 
Art II continues to develop students’ individual 
artistic expression as they explore two and three-
dimensional art forms in depth.  Using artistic 
skills acquired in Art I, students explore 
capabilities of various media and develop 
personal technique and style through individual 
projects of increased complexity. 
 
ART III AND IV 
ART 3    Weight:  Adv.. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  1           
ART 4 -- 708   Weight:  Adv. 
Grade: 11-12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  previous level of art 
Art III and IV permit students to continue the 
development of their own personal artistic styles 
and preferences of material.  Students 
encounter contemporary artists and develop an 
awareness of renowned artists.  Students 
complete reports over an artist of their choice 
and produce artistic pieces in the style of the 
chosen artist.  Students will stage an art show of 
fifteen original works, as well as produce a 
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portfolio for presentation to future schools and 
employers. 
 
THEATER ARTS 
TH ARTS 1   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:   9 - 12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  none 
Theater Arts is an introductory course to theater.  
Basic speech and acting techniques, technical 
theater, and the fundamentals of play production 
are taught.  The courses include dramatic 
interpretation, the training of the speaking voice, 
the study of stage diction, and a brief exploration 
of theatrical history. The technical aspects of 
theatre, such as costume, make-up, lights, and 
staging are also taught. 
 
THEATRE PRODUCTION 
TH PROD   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10-12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  Audition and instructor approval 
 
Theatre Production is a performance related 
class which uses the skills, talents, and abilities 
acquired in previous theatre classes.  Students 
are required to do one or more roles for public 
performance.  The UIL one-act play cast is 
selected from this class.  
 
BAND 
BAND 1   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:    9 - 12   Credit:  1 
BAND 2   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  1 
BAND 3   Weight:  Adv. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  1 
BAND 4   Weight: Adv. 
Grade:         12   Credit:  1   
Prerequisite:  previous level of band or instructor 
approval 
 
Band teaches a student how to play an 
instrument, how to read musical notes, and how 
to coordinate with other instruments in the class.  
The student is required to participate in group 
playing such as concerts, football games, pep 
assemblies, and UIL contests. 
 
CHOIR 
CHOIR 1   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  9 – 12   Credit: 1 
Prerequisite:  none 
The course will introduce the student to the art of 
singing.  By nature of listening activities, basic 
music reading, some study of history/literature, 
and by singing a variety of songs, this course will 
also serve as a fine arts credit.  Performance 
may be available, and there may be uniform 
dress requirements. 
 

 
 

Family & Consumer Science 
 
ADVANCED FOOD SCIENCE AND TECH 
FDSCI & TK   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 – 12   Credit: ½  
 
Prerequisite: Nutrition and food science 
This technical laboratory course provides 
foundation training in the area of food science 
and technology.  Content addresses food 
science principles; nutrition and wellness; food 
technology; world food supply; managing 
multiple family, community, and wage-earner 
roles; and career options in nutrition, food 
science, and food technology.  Laboratory 
activities utilizing research related to current 
issues in food science, technology and nutrition 
are included. 
 
APPAREL 
APP    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
Through a laboratory setting, this course covers 
concepts and skills related to apparel decisions 
and management.  Students have the 
opportunity for learning characteristics of fabrics 
and skills for selection.  Apparel construction 
concepts will promote students’ skills.  Content 
regarding the apparel industry is addressed, as 
well as career options within the occupational 
area. 
 
CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
CHLD-DEV   Weight: Reg. 
Grade 10 – 12   Credit: ½ 
This technical laboratory course is designed to 
focus on knowledge and skills related to the 
development, care, guidance, and protection of 
children. 
 
INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY LIFE 
INDV&FAM   Weight: Reg. 
Grade 10 -12    Credit: ½  
This technical course is designed to focus on 
personal development, interpersonal 
relationships, effective individual and family 
functioning, and career preparation – all within a 
changing society.  The course addresses 
personal identity, responsibilities of living as an 
independent adult, relationship development 
outside the family, and factors related to marital 
success.  Special attention is focused on 
understanding the roles, responsibilities, and 
impact of the family on individuals and society; 
promoting and strengthening the family unit; and 
managing multiple family, community, and ware-
earner roles. 



 18 

 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
INTR-DSG   Weight: Reg. 
Grade: 10 – 12   Credit: ½ 
 
Interior design is a laboratory-oriented course 
and includes the following areas of study:  
selection of housing, exterior facades, 
characteristics of period styles of homes and 
furniture, elements and principles of design, 
selection of materials for walls, floors, ceilings 
and window treatments,  how to arrange 
accessories, and landscaping and exterior 
lighting.  Students’ create an Interior Design 
scrapbook, which they take with them at the end 
of the class.   
 
NUTRITION & FOOD SCIENCE   
NU&FDSCI   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
 
Through a laboratory setting, this course 
includes a strong component in nutrition as it 
relates to dietary functions through the family life 
cycle, special dietary needs, and nutrient 
sources.  Safety, sanitation, and nutrient 
retention in food preparation are addressed.  
Cultural influences on food patterns, 
management techniques, and careers in food 
and nutrition occupations are included. 
 
PERSONAL AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT 
PFD    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  9 - 12   Credit: ½ -1 
Prerequisite:  none 
 
The content of this laboratory course is inclusive 
of the composition of the home economics 
discipline.  Students acquire knowledge and 
skills related to family living, child development, 
clothing and textiles, housing, management, 
consumer economics and responsibilities, food 
and nutrition, personal and family health, and the 
relationship between the home and the work 
place. 
 
READY, SET, TEACH I & II (ELEMENTARY 
TEACHING INTERNSHIP) 
TEACH I & II   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  11 – 12   Credit: 2 
              PE Waiver (1) 
Prerequisite:  Application Process 
 
Ready, Set, Teach is a field based teaching 
internship which provides students background 
knowledge of child and adolescent development 
principles, as well as, principles of effective 
teaching practices.  Students in this program will 
plan and direct individualized instruction and 

group activities, prepare instructional materials, 
assist with record keeping, make physical 
arrangements, and complete other 
responsibilities of a classroom teacher.  
Students will be involved in observations, as well 
as, direct student instruction; placement 
rotations will be utilized to allow students to have 
experience in a full range of education career 
roles, grade level, subject areas, and ability 
groups. 
 
   

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
  
DIVERSIFIED CAREER PREPARATION 
DCP 1    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  3 
   PE Waiver (1 ½) 
Prerequisite:  Application Process 
 
DCP 2    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade: 12   Credit:  3 
Prerequisite:  DCP 1; Application Process 
 
These courses provide related instruction and 
on-the-job training and work experience for 
students preparing to enter employment in 
occupations.  Through classroom instruction and 
individual supervised study in approved training 
stations, students address employment and 
conditions, decision-making, and career 
objectives.  Building upon the skills and 
knowledge acquired in DCP I, DCP II students 
have the opportunity to continue a more in-depth 
study into their specialized subjects 
corresponding with their training programs. 
(DCP is a state approved course to provide 
the PE WAIVER.) 
 
ADDITIONAL VOCATIONAL CHOICES 
Grayson County College offers the following 
programs to area high school juniors and 
seniors:  Cosmetology, Health Occupations, 
Drafting Technology, Auto Body Repair, Cisco 
Network Training, and Microsoft Systems 
Training. These are two-year programs designed 
for  students who are planning on entering the 
work force directly after high school or who plan 
on completing additional course work at Grayson 
County College.  Interested students should 
contact the VAHS counselor to complete an 
application.  Each student will be considered on 
an individual basis concerning the possibility of 
being included in one of these programs.  
Dependable transportation is a must as students 
will be traveling to and from Sherman each day. 
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AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 

 
INTRODUCTION TO WORLD AGRICULTURAL 
SCIENCE 
INWDAGSC   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:   9 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
This comprehensive course introduces students 
to global agriculture.  Course content includes 
agricultural career development, leadership 
activities, communication skills, and personal 
finance. 
 
APPLIED AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY 
APAGSCTE     Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:    9 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
A comprehensive basic applied course designed 
to enhance the agricultural comprehension of 
beginning students.  The course includes soils, 
plants, animals, agricultural construction, food 
science, supervised occupational experience 
programs, and leadership. 
 
WILDLIFE & RECREATION MANAGEMENT 
WIRECMGT     Weight:  Reg. 
Grade: 10 - 12   Credit:  ½   
Prerequisite:  none 
A technical course designed to examine the 
importance of wildlife and outdoor recreation 
with emphasis on using wildlife and natural 
resources. 
 
 
AGRICULTURAL METAL FABRICATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
AGMFTECH     Weight:  Reg. 
Grade: 10 – 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
This course is a technical course designed to 
develop skills in metal equipment assembly and 
joining processes.  Students become familiar 
and proficient in the use of wire welders, 
aluminum welding, C2H12 torches, and mig and 
tig welders.  Also addressed are career 
opportunities, supervised agricultural experience 
programs, and leadership development. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURAL 
MECHANICS 
INAGMECH   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
A cluster course designed to familiarize the 
student with basic theory and specialized skills.  
Skills will be developed in the areas of tool 
identification and safe use, carpentry, electricity, 

plumbing, masonry, fence building, painting, 
metal working, and welding processes. 
 
ANIMAL & PLANT PRODUCTION 
AMPLPROD   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:   10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
A cluster course that includes principles of 
animal and plant production and the 
management of soils as related to agriculture. 
 
ANIMAL SCIENCE 
ANIMALSC   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
This course is designed to introduce students to 
the principles of animal production.  Included are 
all phases of livestock production in beef, swine, 
sheep and goat, and poultry industries.  Also 
included are career opportunities, leadership 
activities, and management of records related to 
animal production. 
 
HOME MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENT 
HOMAIMPT   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
A cluster course designed to provide the 
acquisition of skills and knowledge needed to 
improve and maintain the urban or rural home 
and adjacent buildings, including the analysis of 
repair needs and use of approved safety 
techniques.  Leadership development and record 
keeping are also included. 
 
 
 
AGRIBUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
AGMGTMKT     Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:   10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
A technical course designed to introduce the 
student to agribusiness management in the free 
enterprise system.  Course includes a study of 
economic principles, budgeting, record keeping, 
finance, risk management, business law, 
marketing, and careers in agribusiness. 
 
LANDSCAPE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, & 
MANAGEMENT 
LADECOMA     Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
A technical course that prepares students to 
design, construct, and maintain planted areas 
and devices for the beautification of home 
grounds and other areas of human habitation 
and recreation. 
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EQUINE SCIENCE 
EQUINESC   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:   10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
A technical course designed to develop 
knowledge and skills pertaining to the selection, 
nutrition, reproduction, health, and management 
of horses. 
 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS 
AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS 2 
AGMECH   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  1-2 
AGMECHII   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  1-2 
Prerequisite:  none 
A laboratory-oriented course designed to 
introduce the scientific principles, concepts, and 
skill development necessary in agricultural 
mechanics.  The course emphasizes soil and 
water conservation, electrification, concrete and 
masonry construction, building planning and 
construction, small engine and agricultural 
equipment maintenance and repair, and oxyfuel 
and electric cutting and welding.  Instruction will 
include information on career opportunities, 
leadership activities, and record keeping 
practices related to the industry. 
 
AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES 
TECHNOLOGY 
AGSTTECH     Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
 
This is a technical course preparing students to 
maintain, evaluate, design, and build agricultural 
structures using approved construction 
techniques. 

TRADE AND INDUSTRIAL 
EDUCATIONS 

 
TECHNICAL INTRODUCTION TO 
COMPUTER-AIDED DRAFTING 
TICAD   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  11-12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  Instructor Approval 
 
This is a beginning technical laboratory course 
designed to provide an academically stimulating 
environment for students interested in and 
desiring to begin computer-aided drafting.  
Instruction includes computer hardware, CAD 
software, and technical drawings and problems 
generated and solved by using CAD.  Students 
will design projects to be built by students in Ag 
Mechanics, Ag Structures, and Metal Fab 
technology. 
 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

HEALTH EDUCATION 
HLTHED   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:    9 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  none 
 
Students study the physical dimensions of health 
education as they related to the study of body 
systems and the senses of the body.  Proper 
care of one’s body, including appropriate 
exercise, nutrition, and personal hygiene are 
integral aspects of the course.  Emphasis is also 
placed on the effects of drug abuse, first aid 
practices, and communicable diseases, as well 
as good decision-making as related to health 
issues.   
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
One and one-half units of physical education 
credit are required for graduation by the state of 
Texas; however, a student may earn up to two 
units of PE credit toward the credits required for 
graduation.  All physical education credits 
beyond these two credits will receive local credit 
only and will not count toward state graduation 
requirements.  
 
FOUNDATIONS OF PERSONAL FITNESS 
PE 1A    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  9 - 12   Credit:  ½  
 
Prerequisite:  none; this course is the 
recommended prerequisite for all other physical 
education courses; offered in fall semester 
The basic purpose of the course is to motivate 
students to strive for lifetime personal fitness 
with an emphasis on the health-related 
components of physical fitness.  The knowledge 
and skills taught in this course include teaching 
students about the process of becoming fit as 
well as achieving some degree of fitness within 
the class.  The concept of wellness, or striving to 
reach optimal levels of health, is the cornerstone 
of this course and is exemplified by one of the 
course objectives -- students designing their own 
personal fitness programs. 
 
TEAM SPORTS 
PE TS    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  9 - 12   Credit:  ½  
Prerequisite:  Foundations of Personal Fitness; 
offered in spring semester 
 
Students enrolled in Team Sports are expected 
to develop health-related fitness and an 
appreciation for team work and fair play.  Like 
the other high school physical education 
courses, Team Sports is less concerned with the 
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acquisition of physical fitness during the course 
than reinforcing the concept of incorporating 
physical activity into a lifestyle beyond high 
school. 
 
INDIVIDUAL SPORTS 
PE IS    Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  ½  
 
Students in Individual Sports are expected to 
participate in a wide range of individual sports 
that can be pursued for a lifetime.  The 
continued development of health-related fitness 
and the selection of individual sport activities that 
are enjoyable is a major objective of this course.   
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION EQUIVALENT 
 
PE EQUIVALENT CREDIT 
A cheerleader, marching band member, 
Teacher Internship or a three-hour work coop 
(DCP) student who successfully completes the 
fall semester may receive one-half unit of 
physical education requirements.  The student 
may receive up to three semesters of PE 
equivalent credit toward state PE requirements. 
 
 
PE CREDIT LIMIT 
A student who successfully completes athletics 
receives physical education equivalent credit for 
each semester of athletics.  Four semesters of 
athletics (or 2 credits) may count toward state 
graduation requirements.  Any additional 
participation in athletics will receive local credit 
only and will not count toward state graduation 
requirements.   
 
BOYS ATHLETICS 
PE EQ 1 & 2   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:   9 - 12   Credit:  1 
PE EQ 3 & 4   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  1 
PE EQ 5 & 6   Weight: Reg. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  Local 
PE EQ 7 & 8   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  12   Credit:  Local 
Prerequisite:  Coach’s signature 
 
Students in UIL competitive boys’ athletics may 
participate in football, basketball, baseball, track, 
golf, tennis, and cross-country. 
 
GIRLS ATHLETICS 
PE EQ 1 & 2   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:   9 - 12   Credit:  1 
PE EQ 3 & 4-   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  10 - 12   Credit:  1 

PE EQ 5 & 6   Weight: Reg. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  Local 
PE EQ 7 & 8   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  12   Credit:  Local 
 
Prerequisite:  Coach’s signature 
 
To achieve the maximum value from athletic 
program participation, athletes are expected 
to be enrolled for the full year in order to 
compete in any UIL sport. 
 
Students in UIL competitive girls’ athletics may 
participate in volleyball, basketball, softball, 
track, golf, tennis, and cross-country. 
 
 

OTHER ELECTIVES 
 
Local credit courses are courses approved by 
the Board of Trustees for local credit only.  
These courses do not count toward state 
graduation requirements. 
 
OFFICE AID 
OFFAIDE   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  local 
Prerequisite:  Administrative approval 
 
Students will assist with answering the 
telephone, filing, receiving and delivering 
messages in the high school office.  Students 
learn office procedures, manners, and conduct 
becoming to office personnel. 

 
 

LIBRARY AID 
LIB AIDE   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  local 
Prerequisite:  Administrative approval 
 
The assistant will become familiar with the library 
and its arrangement and assist in keeping the 
high school library organized. 
 
 
PALS (PEER ASSISTANT LEADERSHIP 
SKILLS) 
PEERASST 1   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:  11 - 12   Credit:  1 
PEERASST 2   Weight:  Reg. 
Grade:         12   Credit:  1 
Prerequisite:  Application, nomination, or 
interview 
 
The PALS program is a peer-helping program.  
Students are trained to work with other students, 
usually from the middle school or elementary 
school.  The course emphasizes the 
development of communication skills.  
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